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Director of Coastal Policy

Living Shoreline Design Essentials

Autumn Crawford 
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Biologist

Roles & Responsibilities
Regulatory Mission

The Regulatory Program is committed to protecting the Nation's 
aquatic resources and navigation capacity, while allowing 
reasonable development through fair and balanced decisions. The 
Corps evaluates permit applications for essentially all construction 
activities that occur in the Nation's waters, including wetlands.

Jurisdiction
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• Section 10 of the Rivers and Harbors Act of 1899 prohibits the unauthorized obstruction, 
alteration, work or fill of any navigable water of the U.S. unless a permit from the Corps is 
granted.

• Breakwaters, riprap, coir logs, sills, oyster castles, reefs, excavating, sand fill, plantings and/or other 
structures/fill

• Section 404 of the Clean Water Act’s purpose is to restore and maintain the chemical, physical 
and biological integrity of the waters of the U.S and authorizes the Secretary of the Army to 
issue permits for the discharge of dredged or fill material into the waters of the U.S. at 
specified disposal sites.

• Discharge of fill material that would replace or change the bottom elevation of a water of the U.S.

Roles & Responsibilities
Authorities

Permits and Review
Corps Shoreline Permits

Currently there are 5 general permits that 
could potentially be used for shoreline 
work:
● NWP 13 - Bank Stabilization
● NWP 18 - Minor Discharges
● NWP 27 - Aquatic Habitat Restoration, 

Enhancement & Establishment Activities
● NWP 54 - Living Shorelines
● RGP 19 - Shoreline Stabilization

Each permit has specific limitations and review 
requirements. Should the proposed project exceed 
all available limits of the general permits available, 
then an individual permit would be necessary. 

Virginia Tidal Waters JPA: US COE (Federal) + DEQ
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Jurisdiction – Where’s the fill?
Section 10 – All work in, on, over or under navigable waters        Section 404 – Disposal of dredged/fill material 

within waters of the US
MHW - Shoreward limit for all tidal waters                                      HTL – Shoreward limit of jurisdiction for all tidal waters

Section 10

MHW

Section 404

HTL

Understanding and Navigating the Corps Permitting Process in Virginia

Permit Processing Map

The JPA

• It is imperative that we receive a 
complete application with a clear and 
concise description and diagrams, 
purpose and need, and properly filled 
out appendices 

• A JPA without one of the 
aforementioned sections would 
require additional information from 
the applicant and would increase the 
review time

• Not all agencies require the same 
information in order to complete their 
review and sometimes it is necessary 
to request additional information

Everything We Need to Know

Describe the activity, materials used, fill 
AND SF of restoration area

Direct impacts caused by the 
project, 
DO NOT list the creation of 
wetlands 
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The JPA
Why words and diagrams matter

• Revisions of a proposed project prior to the issuance of a permit should be sent to VMRC and the Corps PM.

• The new revisions will have to undergo project specific review to ensure compliance with regulations and to ensure 
that the correct permit will be issued based on newly available information.

The JPA
Revisions – Before Permit Issuance

Revisions – After Permit Issuance

• Revisions of a proposed project AFTER the issuance of a permit should be sent to VMRC and the Corps PM.

• General Permits CANNOT be modified
• If the new revisions include minor modifications with a decrease in impacts as compared to the issued permit, then the permit

is still valid.
• If the new revisions include significant changes, modifications or increase in impacts as compared to the issued permit, then

the issued permit would have to be revoked and the entire review process restarted.

When and How to Contact Us
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